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STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  CALDWELL,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.A.,  L.R.F.P.  &  S„  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

M.  FAWCETT.  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

(Telephone  Huntingdon  72402/3  and  Huntingdon  810282) 

Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

W.  MURRAY.  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Telephone  Huntingdon  810746) 

Divisional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Assistant  Surveyor  : 
G.  D.  OLIPHANT,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.M.R.S.H. 

(Telephone  Huntingdon  73226) 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  :  51,739  acres  (approximately  80  square  miles). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1972  :  3,810. 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  :  £382,995. 

Value  of  a  Penny  Rate  :  £3,500. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Population  (Mid  1971)  :  10,740. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Population  (Mid  1972)  :  11,290. 

COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Housing,  Health  and  Planning  Committee  : 

Chairman  :  Councillor  J.  G.  Wills. 

Members  :  Councillor  E.  G.  Ascroft. 

Councillor  J.  H.  Christmas. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Davenport. 

Councillor  E.  R.  M.  Davis. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dickens. 

Councillor  Mrs.  B.  R.  Edmunds. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gibb  ins. 

Councillor  Mrs.  B.  Judd. 

Councillor  E.  J.  Mann. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  D.  Marr. 

Councillor  W.  G.  Page. 

Councillor  G.  T.  Ramply,  O.B.E. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Robinson. 

Councillor  Mrs.  B.  M.  J.  Shepherd. 
Councillor  D.  R.  A.  Spreckley. 

Councillor  H.  Storey. 

Councillor  Mrs  J.  L.  Topham. 

Councillor  M.  Ward. 

Councillor  W.  J.  Watson. 

Councillor  Rev.  G.  W.  Whitlock. 

Councillor  G.  H.  A.  Wood. 

Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  : 

Chairman  :  Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Robinson. 

Chairman  of  the  Council  : 

Councillor  J.  H.  Christmas. 

Clerk  of  the  Council : 

M.  Fawcett. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


Estimated  mid  year  home  population  .  11,290. 


Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  122  98  220 

Illegitimate  6  8  14 

Totals  .  128  106  234 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  20.7 


Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.97)  .  20.1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales)  .  14.8 


Still  Births 

Legitimate  2  1  3 

Illegitimate  —  —  — 

Totals  .  2  1  3 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births .  13 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births .  12 

(England  and  Wales) 


Deaths  .  44  38  82 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  7.3 


Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.29)  .  9.4 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England  and  Wales)  12.1 

Infant  Mortality  —  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 


Legitimate  .  - .  2  — •  2 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  2  —  2 


Infant  Mortality  rate  (deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 


per  1,00  live  births)  .  9 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) . .  17 


TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Age 

Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 
1  and  under  4  years 

5  and  under  14  years 

15  and  under  24  years 
25  and  under  34  years 
35  and  under  44  years 
45  and  under  54  years 

55  and  under  64  years 

65  and  under  74  years 

75  and  over 

Totals 


Male  Female  Total 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  z  1 

2  1  3 

1  2  3 

3  3  6 

3  6  9 

17  11  28 

15  15  30 


44  38  82 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  trend  In  population,  birth  and  death 
rates  for  the  district  over  the  past  6  years  : — 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

POPULATION. 

9,030 

9510 

9,790 

10,740  11,290 

BIRTHS. 

Total  live  births 

184 

186 

207 

221 

234 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

20.4 

19.6 

21.1 

20.6 

20.7 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1.05 

1.05 

1.05 

1.05 

.97 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

21.4 

20.6 

22.2 

21.6 

20.1 

Birth  Rate  (England  &  Wales) 

16.9 

16.3 

16.0 

16.0 

14.8 

DEATHS. 

Total  Deaths 

74 

87 

81 

83 

82 

Crude  Death  Rate 

8.2 

9.1 

8.3 

7.7 

7.3 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1.09 

1.11 

1.13 

1.13 

1.29 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

8.9 

10.1 

9.4 

8.7 

9.4 

Death  Rate  (England  &  Wales) 

11.9 

11.9 

11.7 

11.6 

12.1 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1972 

Total  cases 
Notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Infective  Jaundice 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 
Acute  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis 


Total  . .  . .  19 


1 

13 

1 

4 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  number  of  persons  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1972. . 19 

Pulmonary . 13  Non-Pulmonary . 6 

No  new  cases  diagnosed.  No  new  cases  transferred. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1952,  in  connection,  with  peo> 
sons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which 
deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Registrar  General's  List) 


List  No.  Causes 

B5  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Male 

1 

Female 

B18 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

•  . 

1 

— 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

•  • 

— 

1 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

•  • 

1 

— 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

1 

B19(7) 
B19 (9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

1 

3 

B19  ( 10) 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

B19(ll) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

— 

B21 

Diabetes  Melllitus 

1 

2 

B46  ( 1 ) 

Other  Endocrine,  Etc.,  Diseases 

— 

1 

B23 

Anaemias 

1 

— 

B46(5) 

Other  diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2 

— 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

— 

1 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

10 

11 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

11 

5 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

4 

B32 

Pneumonia 

— 

4 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

2 

1 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

1 

B46(8) 

Other  diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

1 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

1 

— 

B45 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

1 

1 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

Total  all  causes  44 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  Laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to  this 
authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  : 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hills  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.  Cambridge 
(STD  0223  )  42111. 

Public  Analyst,  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.).  Tenison  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel.  :  Cambridge  52097. 


(b)  Ambulance  Service 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service,  operating 
in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service,  have  been  available  on 
doctors’  orders  (Tel  :  Huntingdon  53348). 


(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse-Midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon  and 
Peterborough  County  Council  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and 
attended  Maternity  cases  in  the  District. 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(1)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the  Huntingdon 
and  Peterborough  County  Council  : — 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Infant  Welfare 

Children 
(0 — 5  years) 

Thursday,  2 — 4  p.m. 

Child  Health 

Centre, 

Almond  Rd., 

St.  Neots. 

1st  and  3rd 

Wednesday  in  month, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

The  Surgery, 
High  Street, 

Kimbolton. 

Every  Tuesday 

2 — 3  p.m. 

The  Surgery, 
Silver  Street, 

Buckden. 

Dental 

Pre-School 

and  School- 

children. 

By  appointment 

Child  Health 
Centre, 

Almond  Rd- 

St.  Neots. 

Pre-natal  and 

nursing  mothers. 

By  appointment 

Child  Health 

Centre, 

Nursery  Rd., 
Huntingdon. 
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(il)  The  following  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  Regional1 
Hospital  Board  : 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages. 

Every  Thursday, 

9.30 — 12.30  pm. 

2.0 — 3.0  p.m. 

County 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon 

Venereal  Disease 

All  cases 

Tuesday  from  2 — 6  p.m. 
Thursday  from  2 — 6  pm. 

Addenbrookes 

Hospital 

Cambridge. 

Males 

Monday  from  5  p.m. 
Wednesday  from 

5.30  p.m. 

Clinic  5, 
Out-patienls 
Department, 

Females 

Tuesday  from  10.30  a.m. Peterborough 
Thursday  from  2  p.m.  District 

Hospital, 

Peterborough. 

(111)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Supplementary  Oph- 


thalmic 

Scheme  of  the  Na 

tional  Health  Service  : 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-School 

By  appointment 

Child  Health 

and  School- 

Centre, 

children. 

Nursery  Rd., 
Huntingdon. 

Medlcal,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Obstetrical  Gynaecological,  Pae¬ 
diatric  and  Dental  out-patient  clinics  are  held  at  Huntingdon  County 
Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Prac¬ 
titioners  can  refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investigation. 


<e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever — Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Peterborough  and  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Hospital,  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Maternity  Unit, 
Huntingdon  and  Mill  Road  Maternity  Hospital,  Cambridge. 


(f)  Family  Planning  Clinics 

Huntingdon.  Held  at  Child  Health  Centre,  Nursery  Road,  Huntingdon 
Every  Wednesday  7  p.m.  to  8.30  p.m. 

(To  make  an  appointment  call  at  Clinic  or  telephone 
Huntingdon  53398  after  7  p.m.  Wednesday  evenings 
ONLY). 

St.  Ives.  Held  at  the  Child  Health  Centre,  Ramsey  Road,  St.  Ives. 
Every  Monday  9.30—1 1  a.m. 

(To  make  an  appointment  call  at  Clinic  or  telephone 
St.  Ives  62622  during  sessions  ONLY). 

St.  Neots.  Held  at  Child  Health  Centre,  Almond  Road,  St.  Neots. 
Tuesday  evenings  7 — 9  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  mornings  9.30 — 11.30  a.m. 

(To  make  an  appointment  telephone  St.  Neots  72261  dur¬ 
ing  session  times  ONLY). 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
—YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1972 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Engineer  to  the 
Nene  and  Ouse  Water  Board. 

The  quality  of  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  and  happily  there 
were  no  incidences  of  river  pollution  during  1972  which  affected  the 
raw  water  treated  at  Brampton.  The  new  chlorinating  and  de- 
chlorinating  apparatus  at  Brampton  has  been  working  satisfactorily  for 
several  months.  The  work  on  the  stage  2  extensions  at  Brampton  has 
slowed  down  recently,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  additional  supply  of 
water  will  be  available  before  the  summer  of  1973.  The  year  1972 
did  not  have  any  long  periods  of  hot  weather  and  so  the  available 
supplies  were  sufficient  for  demand.  Even  so  the  short  period  of  hot 
weather  during  July  resulted  in  a  peak  consumption  of  6  m.g.d.  being 
exceeded  over  the  whole  of  the  Board’s  Area  of  Supply  for  the  first  time. 

No  action  was  required  in  connection  with  contamination  of  supplies. 

The  level  of  fluoride  has  increased  since  samples  were  taken  a  few 
years  ago.  They  are  now  as  follows  : — 

River  Water  at  Brampton  0.40  p.p.m. 

Gravel  Water  at  Brampton  0.25  p.p.m 

Most  Water  Authorities  which  at.  present  are  not  adding  fluoride  to 
water  supplies  agree  that  the  future  policy  must  be  decided  by  the  new 
Regional  Water  Authorities  after  April  1974.  The  present  arrangement 
whereby  local  health  authorities  request  the  water  authority  to  add 
fluoride  to  the  water  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

Bacteriological  samples  of  water  going  into  supply  were  satisfactory. 
Samples  are  taken  weekly  from  the  Brampton  Treatment  Works. 
Chemical  samples  satisfactory. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  regarding  plumbo-solvency. 

The  average  daily  consumption  in  the  area  was  43  g.p.h.  and  it  is 
made  up  of  32  domestic  and  1 1  metered  supplies. 

In  addition  to  the  notes  above  regarding  the  Brampton  Treatment 
Works,  it  will' be  necessary  to  install  large  pumps  for  the  twelve  inch 
main  which  was  laid  primarily  to  serve  St.  Neots.  Development  in 
both  the  St.  Neots  U.D.C.  and  R.D.C.  areas  has  been  rapid  since  the 
Brampton  Scheme  was  first  designed,  and  it  was  not  envisaged  that 
larger  pumps  would  be  necessary  for  many  years.  However,  the  new 
pumps  must  be  installed  now  to  meet  the  increasing  demand. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  laying  of  the  link  main  between  Stonely 
and  Stow  Longa.  The  main  will  also  serve  possible  small  factory 
development. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  H.  B.  Wilson,  the  Engineer,  for  the  above 
information. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  TREATED  WATER 

The  Council’s  Officers  obtained  bacteriological  water  samples  as 
follows  : — 

37  satisfactory  samples.  2  unsatisfactory  samples. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  notified  to  the  Water  Board  for  their 
immediate  attention. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

No  samples  taken. 

ANNUAL  RAINFALL. 

At  St.  Neots  17.01  inches  or  432  m.m.  A  very  exceptionally  low 
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rainfall.  The  lowest  rainfall  since  the  great  drought  year  of  1921  when 
9.63  inches  fell.  I  wish  to  thank  W.  P.  Bond-Smith,  Esq.,  for  this 
information. 

PRIVATE  WELLS. 

Two  unsatisfactory  samples  of  private  well  supplies  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from 
proposed  emergency  supplies  only.  No  other  action  was  necessary  in 
connection  with  private  water  supplies. 

.SWIMMING  POOLS. 

There  are  eleven  private  permanent  swimming  pools  in  the  area  and 
it  appears  that  they  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

During  the  swimming  season  six  satisfactory  bacteriological  samples 
were  taken  at  Kimbolton  School  Swimming  Pool. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Parishes  having  foul  sewers  now  being  Kimbolton,  Great  Staughton, 
Buckden,  Little  Paxton,  Southoe,  Offord  Darcy,  Offord  Cluny,  Perry, 
Grafham,  Hail  Weston,  Diddington,  Great  Paxton,  Toseland  and  Yelling. 

At  the  end  of  1972  the  improvements  of  private  dwellings  and 
Council  dwellings  in  the  parishes  of  Great  Paxton,  Toseland  and 
Yelling  had  been  completed  almost  one  hundred  percent  following  the 
completion  of  the  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Some  further  progress  was  made  with  the  improvement  of  the  Estate 
Houses,  Diddington  Village  and  detailed  plans  of  further  improvements 
to  other  houses  were  submitted  for  the  Council’s  approval.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  early  improvement  to  all  the  houses  in  this  Village 
is  highlighted  by  the  fact  that  the  properties  are  in  one  ownership. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  expel  the  Contractor  laying  the 
sewers  in  Grafham  Parish  and  enlarging  the  Buckden  Treatment  Works. 
Subsequently  another  Contractor  was  appointed  after  negotiations  with 
the  Liquidator  and  Bondsmen  and  the  whole  of  the  works  outstanding 
were  completed  in  1972  Following  the  completion  of  the  sewering  of 
Grafham  most  of  the  private  dwellings  are  now  being  modernised  and 
satisfactory  facilities  are  being  provided. 

Tenders  were  obtained  and  work  started  on  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  covering  the  parishes  of  Abbotsley,  Great  Gransden 
and  Waresley,  in  October  1972.  This  contract  is  due  for  completion 
in  July  1974  and  to-date  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in 
that  sewer  laying  is  proceeding  in  the  Villages  of  Great  Gransden  and 
Abbotsley. 

Tenders  for  the  Scheme  to  extend  the  Kimbolton/Great  Staughton 
Sewerage  Works  to  provide  sewage  facilities  for  Gaynes  Hall  Borstal 
Institution  and  the  increasing  private  housing  development  in  the  Perry 
areas  were  obtained  and  approved.  The  Contractors  commenced  work 
•in  September  1972  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  sewage  pumping 
mains  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Complaints  about  the  condition  of  ditches  in  the  parish  of  Stow 
Longa  resulted  in  the  Council  instructing  their  Consulting  Engineers 
to  prepare  a  report  for  providing  main  sewerage  in  this  Village.  It  is 
expected  that  Stow  Longa  would  be  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the 
parishes  of  Covington  and  Tilbrook  with  all  the  effluent  discharging  to 
the  Kimbolton/Great  Staughton  Treatment  Works.  The  Consulting 
Engineers’  proposals  are  expected  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
their  consideration  early  in  1973. 

During  1972  more  work  has  been  undertaken  in  connection  with  the 
Scheme  to  sewer  Catworth  in  conjunction  with  the  Huntingdon  Rural 
District  Council  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  joint  Sewerage  Disposal 
Works  at  Brington.  The  Catworth  Scheme  has  been  almost  completed 
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in  detail  ready  for  submission  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment 
as  soon  as  an  indication  is  received  from  Huntingdon  Rural  District 
Council  that  their  Scheme  will  commence.  In  the  meantime  negotiations 
with  the  land  owners  concerned  are  taking  place  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  necessary  pumping  station  sites. 

The  Council  continues  to  receive  and  treat  trade  effluent  from  one  farm 
in  Buckden  and  a  potato  washing  plant  at  Offord.  There  being  no  new 
application  for  trade  effluent  discharges. 

The  Parishes  still  urgently  requiring  the  provision  of  Public  Foul 
Sewers  are  : — 

Catworth,  Covington,  Stow  Longa  and  Tilbrook. 

Close  co-operation  with  the  Pollution  Officer  of  the  Great  Ouse  River 
Authority  has  continued  during  the  year  and  the  following  samples  of 
effluent  have  been  taken  : — 

Buckden  Works  —  6  satisfactory  samples. 

Kimbolton  Works  —  6  satisfactory  samples  and  1  unsatisfactory 
sample. 

Hail  Weston  Works  — •  4  satisfactory  samples  and  1  marginally  un¬ 
satisfactory  sample. 

Great  Paxton/Toseland  Works  —  5  satisfactory  samples. 

Gaynes  Hall  Works  —  1  satisfactory. 

Great  Gransden  Industrial  Estate  Works  —  2  satisfactory. 

Most  of  the  sludge  from  the  Sewerage  Works  is  now  disposed  of  at 
Buckden  Refuse  Tip  and  only  a  small  amount  is  disposed  of  to  a  local 
farmer. 

One  piped  sewer  received  attention  during  the  year.  51  private 
cesspools  were  emptied  and  467  loads  of  sewerage  were  removed  from 
Council  cesspools  or  sewage  tanks  during  the  year. 

One  cause  for  concern  during  1972  was  the  damage  to  plastic  covered 
chain  link  fencing  surrounding  sewerage  disposal  works  and  pumping 
stations  caused  by  stubble  burning  by  adjacent  farmers.  Three  cases 
were  involved  and  were  being  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Insurance 
Company. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse,  starting  in  1967  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Rural  District,  continued  during  1971.  During  the  year 
639  loads  of  household  refuse  were  collected  and  467  loads  of  sewerage 
sludge,  cesspool  contents  or  nightsoil  were  collected  and  disposed  of. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  a  further  decline  in  the  number  of  pail  closets 
in  the  area. 

The  average  cost  of  dealing  with  each  dustbin  and/or  pail  closets  in  the 
area  is  approximately  7|p. 

The  paper  sack  system  continued  satisfactorily  with  galvanised  metal 
and  plastic  type  sack  holders. 

The  demand  on  the  service  for  the  collection  of  bulky  unwanted 
household  refuse  has  continued  and  has  been  dealt  with  by  means  of 
special  collections  from  the  premises  concerned.  One  abandoned  vehicle 
was  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  of  1967. 

BUCKDEN  TIP 

During  the  year  the  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Disposal  for  South 
Huntingdonshire  continued  to  meet  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
County  Surveyor.  Various  proposals  have  been  investigated  and  an 
interim  report  was  due  to  be  published  early  in  1973  upon  the  Working 
Party’s  findings.  The  National  Review  of  Waste  Disposal  was  also 
instituted  during  the  year,  and  Buckden  Refuse  Tip  was  one  of  the 
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sites  covered  by  the  survey.  The  Report  issued  in  the  Autumn  of  1972 
on  the  advice  of  the  Institute  of  Geological  Sciences  and  the  Great  Ouse 
River  Authority  indicated  that  this  Tip  could  continue  in  use  provided 
it  was  not  used  for  wastes  which  are  notifiable  under  the  Regulations 
made  under  the  Poisonous  Waste  Disposal  Act. 

Following  the  publication  of  this  Report,  the  Council  decided  that  a 
system  of  properly  organised  tipping  must  be  instituted  at  Buckden 
Tip  as  from  the  1st  January,  1973,  and  the  four  authorities  using  this 
Private  Tip  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  owners  in  respect  of 
increased  charges  to  enable  the  new  system  to  be  put  into  operation. 
Early  in  1973  an  active  start  had  been  made  in  bringing  this  new 
system  into  operation,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  already  there 
has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Tip.  No 
doubt  next  year’s  Report  will  indicate  that  a  satisfactory  system  of 
refuse  disposal  will  then  be  in  operation. 

LITTER. 

The  arrangements  made  with  Parish  Councils,  the  Highway  Authority 
and  the  Great  Ouse  Water  Authority  for  the  provision  of  litter  bins  and 
clearance  of  same  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

PETROLEUM  STORAGE  LICENCES. 

61  licences  were  issued  for  1972.  1  installation  was  discontinued 

during  the  year. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

At  the  eiid  of  1972  there  were  10  individual  residential  and  1  holiday 
caravan  site  licences  in  force,  plus  3  site  licences  for  3  or  more  resi¬ 
dential  caravan  sites  and  a  further  2  site  licences  for  3  or  more  holiday 
caravan  sites. 

The  total  number  of  caravans  stationed  on  these  sites  was  56. 

Also  one  site  has  been  licensed  for  camping  for  the  maximum  of  six 
tents  and  a  further  un-licensed  camping  site  is  in  use  occasionally. 

38  visits  were  made  to  caravan  and  camping  sites  during  the  year  and 
no  serious  conditions  were  found  requiring  action  by  the  Authority 


COUNCIL  HOUSE  MAINTENANCE 

1,583  inspections  were  carried  out  and  670  orders  were  issued  for 
repairs.  All  repairs  have  been  carried  out  by  private  builders  and 
contractors. 

All  Council  houses  in  this  Rural  District  now  have  modem  sanitary 
facilities  and  hard  footpaths.  Schemes  for  further  improvements 
were  put  in  hand  during  1973  and  will  continue  in  1973  for  renewing 
roofs,  windows,  fires  and  electrical  wiring,  etc. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

568  plans  of  new  buildings  were  deposited  and  2,060  visits  were  made 
to  inspect  the  work  in  progress.  The  amount  of  building  work  taking 
place  in  the  area  indicates  that  the  District  is  still  expanding  rapidly. 
These  figures  indicate  a  50  per  cent  increase  in  1972. 

MILK  DAIRIES. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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STATISTICS  OF  HOUSES,  WATER  SUPPLIES.  BATHS,  W.C.’s, 

E.C.’s,  ETC. 

EXISTING  ON  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1972 

Number  Water  Supplies  Number  of  houses 
°f  with 


Proper¬ 

ties 

Inside 

Stand  Pte. 
Pipes 

Baths 

W.C.s  E.C.s  Public 
Sewers 

Parish 

115 

115 

— 

— 

90 

92 

23 

In 

Pr’gress  Abbotsley 

747 

747 

— 

— 

705 

744 

3 

Yes 

Buckden 

107 

103 

1 

3 

77 

78 

29 

No 

Catworth 

36 

33 

— 

3 

30 

31 

5 

No 

Covington 

44 

44 

— 

— 

21 

27 

17 

Yes 

Diddtngton 

31 

31 

— 

— 

25 

26 

5 

No 

Eymesbury  Hdwk. 

120 

120 

— 

— 

102 

107 

13 

Yes 

Grafham 

204 

202 

— 

2 

175 

172 

32 

In 

Progress  Gransden,  Great 


110 

110 

— 

— 

103 

107 

3 

Yes 

Hail  Weston 

344 

344 

— 

— 

327 

342 

2 

Yes 

Klmbolton 

152 

152 

— 

— 

150 

152 

— 

Yes 

Oflord  Cluny 

205 

203 

— 

2 

192 

204 

1 

Yes 

Offord  Darcy 

134 

134 

— 

— 

123 

131 

3 

Yes 

Paxton,  Great 

621 

619 

— 

2 

619 

621 

— 

Yes 

Paxton,  Little 

21 

21 

— 

— 

19 

19 

2 

No 

St.  Neots  Rural 

104 

102 

— 

2 

98 

101 

3 

Yes 

Southoe  Midloe 

350 

344 

1 

5 

314 

339 

11 

Yes 

Staughton,  Great 

45 

45 

— 

— 

40 

39 

6 

No 

Stow  Longa 

22 

13 

— 

9 

21 

21 

1 

No 

Tetworth 

80 

79 

— 

1 

72 

72 

8 

No 

Tllbrook 

43 

38 

4 

1 

30 

35 

8 

Yes 

Toseland 

78 

72 

— 

6 

72 

68 

10 

In 

Pr’gress 

Waresley 

97 

94 

— 

3 

91 

94 

3 

Yes 

Yelling 

3810 

3765 

6 

39 

3496 

3622 

188 

TOTAL  1972 

3648 

3601 

7 

40 

3310 

3433 

215 

TOTAL  1971 

+  160 

+  164 

—1 

—1 

+  186 

+  189 

—27 

Number  of  E.O.’s  converted  In  year  In  old  houses  — •  29 

Number  ot  baths  Installed  In  year  in  old  houses  — •  26 

%  c a  water  supply  Inside  houses  from  public  mains  —  98.8% 

%  of  water  supply  inside  houses  from  all  sources  —  99.8% 

%  of  W.C.S  In  houses  — ■  95.1% 

%  of  Baths  in  houses  — •  91.8% 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  PART 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  kilted  (if  known) 

Cows 

117 

Nil 

Nil 

Lambs 

950 

4552 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

117 

Nil 

Nil 

950 

4552 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

530 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

14.5 

Nil 

Nil 

1.79 

11.64 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cystlcercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  pan 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment!  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS,  INCLUDING  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

108  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made.  182  tons  18  cwt.  3  qr.  0 
lbs.  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The 
majority  of  this  foodstuff  consisted  of  vegetables  and  fruit  from  a  large 
distribution  depot  situated  in  the  area.  81  visits  were  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  to  the  Slaughterhouse  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection. 
In  addition  41  visits  were  made  by  the  St.  Neots  Urban  District  Council 
Meat  Inspector  for  meat  inspection  purposes.  The  licences  for  seven 
slaughtermen  were  renewed  as  from  1st  October,  1972.  AM.  slaughtering 
is  confined  to  the  Kimbolton  Slaughterhouse. 

During  the  year  no  additional  premises  were  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  or  the  manufacture  of 
sausages,  cooked  meat,  etc.  There  is  now  a  total  of  43  such  premises  on 
the  Council’s  register. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  is  99  as  follows  : — 

6  Butchers. 

37  Public  Houses  or  Hotels. 

38  General  Stores. 

1 1  Caretakers. 

4  Bakers. 

4  Fruit  Farm  or  Greengrocers. 

The  majority  of  these  are  small  family  businesses  and  all  of  them 
comply  with  Regulation  16  and  Regulation  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1969,  where  applicable. 
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There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 

One  complaint  of  a  foreign  body  in  an  imported  can  of  pork  was  under 
investigation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT,  1963. 

Two  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year  covering  a  boarding  es¬ 
tablishment  for  27  cats  and  one  for  the  boarding  of  18  dogs.  One  new 
licence  for  30  dogs  was  granted  during  1972. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACTS  1956  TO  1968. 
No  action  was  necessary  during  1972. 


NEW  HOUSING. 

During  1972  no  new  Council  dwellings  were  completed.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Council  therefore  owned  571  houses  plus  20  prefabricated 
bungalows. 

168  new  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Council’s  area. 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

22  standard  or  discretionary  improvement  grant  schemes  were  completed 
during  1972,  making  a  total  of  452  private  houses  on  which  grants  have 
been  paid  since  t'he  date  of  the  Acts.  Many  other  schemes  have  been 
approved  and  are  in  progress.  All  Council  houses  have  been  improved 
by  means  of  similar  grants  and  the  figures  quoted  above  do  not  include 
Council  houses. 

Three  houses  were  demolished  following  either  action  under  the  Housing 
Acts  in  earlier  years  or  by  informal  approach  to  the  owners  concerned. 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS. 

The  annual  revision  of  the  Housing  Waiting  List  shows  that  there  are 
a  total  of  118  applicants.  The  general  housing  need  still  remains  about 
the  same  and  there  are  a  few  really  urgent  cases  requiring  re-housing,  20 
applicants  were  classified  as  Priority,  38  as  Reduced  Priority  and  60  as 
Non  Priority.  The  chief  reasons  for  placing  people  in  the  Priority  Class 
are  condemned  houses,  overcrowding,  elderly  people  living  in  houses  too 
big  for  their  needs  or  on  medical  grounds,  people  approaching  retirement, 
living  in  tied  houses,  etc.  Reduced  Priority  is  given  to  people  living  in 
caravans  and  people  transferring  to  work  in  the  area  until  they  have 
resided  in  the  area  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  24  existing  Council  house  tenants  request  transfers  to  either  larger 
or  smaller  accommodation. 
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HOUSING  TABLE 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 

ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  110 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  316 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re¬ 
spects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  8 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-hcuses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers,  excluding  those  dealt  -with  by  Improvement  Grants  22 

(b)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Improvement  Grants.  . .  22 


3  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  16  and  24  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  re¬ 
medied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  26  and  28  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  De¬ 
molition  Orders  were  made  , .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . .  2 

(3)  Number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year  . .  1 

(4)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  ..  1 

t  D)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  . .  NU 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  having  being  rendered  fit  2 


16 


(E)  Proceedings  under  Part  m  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : — 
CLEARANCE  AREAS 

(1)  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  during  the 

year  . .  Nil 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  included  in  (1)  above  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  unfitness 

for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange¬ 
ment,  etc.  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  ..  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  . .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1957 — Part  IV,  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  yr.  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  yr.  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  •.  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 

upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  de¬ 
sirable  to  report  •  •  Nil 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT. 

7  persons  or  firms  were  registered 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1972 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 
district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notifi¬ 
cation 

(b)  Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  : 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 

3619  191 


113 

66 

5 


57 

14 

1 


SElWERS  &  SEWAGE  WORKS 

4.  Sewers  infested  by  rats  during 
the  year 


None 

(Test  baited  25  manholes 
and  57  other  Council 
properties) 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of  : — 

Premises 

on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

notices 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(6) 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  Included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

55 

5 

1 

Nil 

(ill) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

88 

5 

1 

Nil 

Many  visits  are  made  to  building  sites  for  Building  Regulations  purposes 
and  these  are  not  included  in  the  above  table  of  inspections,  but  neverthe¬ 
less  the  opportunity  is  taken  of  checking  the  sanitary  accommodation 
available  for  the  workmen. 

OUTWORKERS. 

Number  of  outworkers  on  April  list  required  by  Section  110  were 
as  follows  : — 

Stuff  ed  toys  . .  1 

Weaning  Apparel  . .  2 

Total  . .  3 


No  cases  of  default  in  sending  in  lists  were  known,  there  were  no  prose¬ 
cutions  and  no  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS,  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 


(A) 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of 
Premises 


Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 


Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of  year 


Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the  year 


Offices 

Retail  Stoops 


19  9 

3  16  16 


Wholesale  Stoops,  Ware¬ 
houses  . .  Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Catering  establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens  2  5 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . .  Nil  Nil 

Totals  6  30 


5 

Nil 

30 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OP  VISITS  OP  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT . 35 
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